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“Healthy T eens, Whole Lives: Faith-Based Comprehensive
Sexuality Education for Youth

For more information go to www.ircrc.org, e-mail info@ircrc.org, or call 877-441-5797

Registration Fee: $10/individual, $25/team of 3
Online registration available. You may also register on-site.

Sponsored by IRCRC, Congregation Beth-El Zedeck, and  First Congregational Church, UCC

Thursday , November 9, 2006, 8:30-12:00 noon
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, Indianapolis

A multi-faith conference for clergy, religious educators, youth leaders, parents, and others
who want to help youth lead healthy, whole lives and make informed, responsible decisions.

Reminder: you can register online or at the door for the Nov. 9 conference!

Much is at st ake in
the coming election
Across the nation and in our own
state, religious and political anti-
choice leaders  are claiming to
represent religious and moral
values as they continue their
attacks on personal and religious
freedom and access to health care.

We know there is nothing
moral about depriving women of
reproductive health care and
contraception. There is nothing
moral about denying women the
right to make private, family
decisions according to their own
faith and conscience. There is
nothing moral about subjecting
youth to inaccurate and ineffective
sex education. There is nothing
moral about allowing “crisis
pregnancy centers” to give women
false and misleading information.

The stakes have never been
greater than they are today. As
pro-choice people of faith, we are
called to seek justice and work to
elect leaders who will support
reproductive health and protect
personal and religious freedom.
This election season, vote your
moral values.

Check out RCRC’s Election 2006 guide
(for federal positions) at www.rcrc.org/
calltojustice/voterguide.php

See pictures from IRCRC’s“What’s at
Stake” event on page 5.

Plan now to attend the “Prevention Now” rally at the
Statehouse on Thursday , February 8, 2007!
Hundreds of people from all over
Indiana will join together at the
Statehouse from 11am-1pm on
Thursday, Feb. 8, to ask our legislators
to pass bills that will help Hoosier
women, men, and their families.

We wil l speak out in favor of
measures that support prevention, not
punishment; birth control, not bans;
accurate information, not lies. We wil l
tell anti-choice legislators who want to
outlaw abortion to actually DO SOMETHING to help women and families
prevent unintended pregnancy.

You can help make this the largest pro-choice rally our state’s capitol has
seen in many years, perhaps ever! Many groups from around the state will be

participating, including IRCRC,
Planned Parenthood, League of Women
Voters, Indiana NOW, and many more.
Chartered buses will be arranged in
some areas.

More details will be available in the
coming months. Check the IRCRC website at www.ircrc.org for updates, or
contact us if you want to help or if you have questions.

In the meantime, you may go ahead and register for the rally online at
www.ppaction.org/campaign/prevention_now.

This is a Spirit & Place Festival event.
For more information about the Festival go to www.spiritandplace.org

The IRCRC will sponsor a
multi-faith worship service
at 10am, before the rally —
stay tuned for details!
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 by Kaye McSpadden, President

It’s more than you might think: the broad
concerns of the pro-choice agenda

Faith & Freedom is published by
Indiana Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice (IRCRC)
PO Box 723
Lafayette IN 47902-0723
Tel: 877-441-5797 (toll-free)
Fax: 501-644-3168
Web: www.ircrc.org

IRCRC brings the moral power
of religious communities to ensure
reproductive choice and health
through education and advocacy.
IRCRC is a state affiliate of the
Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice.
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A funny thing
happened after
our “What’s at
Stake” event in

September. We had sent invitations
to eight  local candidates for state
and national office to attend the
event and speak to the audience.

One candidate came. One sent a
representative. Another sent his
regrets and said he had a prior
commitment. One  flatly refused. We
never heard from the others.... except
for one, who sent a letter a few weeks
later.

In the letter he described in great
detail his personal and complicated
beliefs about abortion. Why do I
characterize this as a “funny thing?”
The funny thing is, I never asked him
for his opinions about abortion.
Apparently he just assumed that’s
what we were concerned about.

What about comprehensive sex
education, access to family planning
services, pharmacists who refuse to
fill birth control prescriptions? What
about crisis pregnancy centers that
use deceptive tactics and provide
false information? He didn’t say
anything about any of those issues.

We have a long way to go before
people realize that protecting
reproductive rights and ensuring
good reproductive health is about
much more than abortion.

In a recently published essay*
entitled “Reflections from a Former
Anti-Abortion Activist,” Elizabeth
Wardle points out that “abortion is
generally not the problem in need of
our attention. In most cases, n

*From Abortion Under Attack:
Women on the Challenges Facing
Choice. Ed. Krista Jacob, Seal
Press, c2006.

abortion is one result of a number of
related problems... wrapped up in
intimate ways with attitudes about
sex, living wages, access to good jobs,
healthcare, childcare, education, and
so on.”

She then goes on to list several
issues that we SHOULD be paying
attention to, because they are, in fact,
abortion issues. Her list includes
birth control and sex education,
attitudes about women and women’s
bodies in the Christian tradition,
affordable universal healthcare,
government-subsidized child care,
education grants and loans, and
adoption laws.

Wardle’s essay reminded me of
RCRC’s new “Healthy Families”
initiative (see at right). RCRC, the
Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice, is our national parent
organization.

These are positive, effective
approaches that most people  would
support. In fact, they are moral
approaches, and they are truly
pro-life approaches.

We wil l be talking about
measures like these at the “Prevention
Now” rally at the Statehouse on
Feb. 8. I hope you will join me in
Indianapolis that day.

I am excited to have the
opportunity to tell state legislators
and the people of Indiana about
today’s pro-choice agenda. It’s an
agenda that will help prevent
unintended pregnancies, build
healthy families, and reduce the
number of abortions. Indeed, it’s the
only agenda that will.

Healthy Families is RCRC’s
campaign to ensure that children
and families have the resources
they need to live in peace and
security. The basic elements of
Healthy Families are:

• Quality, affordable healthcare and
insurance

• Comprehensive, medically accurate
sexuality education

• Access to a full range of contraception
and reproductive options for women
and men

• Prenatal and postnatal care, with an
emphasis on reducing infant mortality

• Quality adoption and foster care services
• Education and training for jobs and

careers
• Good jobs at a living wage
• High quality childcare and preschool

education
• Proper nutrition
• Safe, affordable housing
• A clean environment
• Freedom from violence
• Federal and state policies that enhance

the well-being of all families and give
priority to family relationships and
needs

• Respect in the community and nation
for diversity of religious and cultural
beliefs and practices
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The IRCRC Board of Directors is excited to announce the
keynote speaker for the 2007 Faith and Freedom Dinner
wil l be Mary E. Hunt, nationally known Catholic
feminist theologian.  Hunt’s talk, titled “Catholic, Pro-
Choice, and Optimistic” is sure to be stimulating and
informative for all.

The 2007 Faith & Freedom Dinner will be held on
Saturday evening, April 14, at the Holiday Inn Select in
downtown Lafayette. Prior to the dinner a public forum
and discussion wil l be offered with Ms. Hunt and several
state leaders and clergy. The forum wil l explore
commonalities between the reproductive rights and gay
rights movements.

More information about the dinner and forum will be available in the
coming months. In the meantime, be sure and mark your calendar!

2007 Faith & Freedom Dinner
Saturday April 14, 2007

Holiday Inn Select City Centre
Lafayette, Indiana

Forum 4:00-5:30pm (Free)
Reception 5:45-6:30pm

Dinner 6:30pm
More details later

See a review of Good Sex: Feminist Perspectives from the World’s Religions,
which Hunt co-edited, on page 5

Nationally-known Catholic theologian to highlight 2007 Faith & Freedom Dinner

Meet Mary E. Hunt
Mary E. Hunt, Ph.D., is a

feminist theologian who is co-
founder and co-director of the
Women’s Alliance for Theology,
Ethics and Ritual (WATER) in Silver
Spring, Maryland, USA. A Roman
Catholic who is active in the women-
church movement, she lectures and
writes on theology and ethics with
particular attention to liberation
issues.

Dr. Hunt received the Ph.D. from
the Graduate Theological Union in
Berkeley, California. She also
received the Masters in Divinity
degree from the Jesuit School of
Theology at Berkeley and the
Masters in Theological Studies from
Harvard Divinity School. Her
undergraduate degree in Theology
and Philosophy is from Marquette
University. She completed Clinical
Pastoral Education and is fluent in
Spanish.

After graduation, she spent
several years teaching and working
on women’s issues and human rights
in Argentina as a participant in the
Frontier Internship in Mission
Program. She continues that work
through WATER’s project, “Women
Crossing Worlds,” an ongoing
exchange with Latin American
women.

Dr. Hunt was Adjunct Assistant
Professor of Women’s Studies at
Georgetown University for five years.
She has lectured and taught at
numerous institutions. For the
2000-2001 academic year she was at
Harvard Divinity School as a
Research Fellow at the Center for the
Study of Values in Public Life.

She is the author and editor (or
co-editor) of several publications,
including Good Sex: Feminist
Perspectives from the World’s Religions.

Mary Hunt serves on the
Editorial Board of the Journal of
Feminist Studies in Religion and the
Journal of Religion and Abuse. She
is a member of the Society for
Christian Ethics and the American
Academy of Religion where she co-
chaired the Women and Religion
Section.

Sounds Divine!
A concert by the Indianapolis Women’s Chorus,

 building bridges of understanding
Sunday afternoon, January 21, 2007 , tentative time: 3pm

Lafayette (exact location will be announced soon)
Sponsored by:

Indiana Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
Pride Lafayette

Lafayette Area Multifaith Advocates

Unitarian Universalist Church
“Sounds Divine” will be an engaging and inspiring concert celebrating the universal search
for the sacred and promoting interfaith dialogue. The concert will include selections from
diverse faith traditions and cultures as well as music that illuminates the personal
dimensions of spirituality. This is the first time the Indianapolis Women’s Chorus has
performed a full concert in the Lafayette area. The 90-minute concert will be followed by a
reception.

Admission: $10 ($5/children) in advance, $15 ($10 children) at the door.
Tickets will be available online at www.ircrc.org. Contact IRCRC for more

information. In the meantime, be sure and mark your calendar!
A  2007 Lafayette Religious Arts Festival Event

Give tickets for holiday gifts!

n
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Thirty volunteers from three groups spread the pro-choice message at the county fair
Over 30 volunteers from IRCRC, Planned Parenthood, and
League of Women Voters of Greater Lafayette braved the heat and
the dust to share our pro-chocie message with visitors at the 2006
Tippecanoe County Fair last July.

Volunteers distributed literature and hand fans, and invited
people to have their photo added to the “Prayerfully Pro-Choice”
bulletin board. They invited visitors to sign petitions (see below)

and spoke with hundreds of people about
issues relating to reproductive health and
religious freedom. They told people
about the new  Planned Parenthood clinic
in Lafayette, and they also registered
people to vote.
  Many visitors commented
they were happy to see our
booth. One man stopped and
looked up at the Planned
Parenthood and IRCRC
banners hanging side-by-side,
and exclaimed, “Awesome!”
 Many thanks to all the
volunteers who made this terrific
community outreach possible.

Callout for annual award
nominations

The IRCRC presents two awards
every year at the annual dinner.

The “Faith & Freedom Award
for Advocacy” is given for
exceptional and courageous
advocacy for reproductive choice
and health and religious freedom.
Examples of potential honorees
include legislators or legislative
advocates, journalists, campus
activists, clergy, congregations, and
people who write letters to the editor.

The Dr. Stella Boyd Service
Award honors individuals or groups
who have shown extraordinary
dedication and compassion in
serving others in ways that support
and further reproductive choice and
health and religious freedom.
Examples of potential honorees
include clinic escorts, health
professionals, counselors, teachers,
clergy, religious educators, and
community groups that provide
services to people.

Nominations for both awards
are welcome.  Please contact IRCRC
for more information.

Letter with 223 signatures sent to Indiana Senators
Visitors to the county fair booth were invited to sign their name to a letter
urging the two Indiana senators to support a Senate Resolution on family
planning. After the fair we sent the letter to both Senator Evan Bayh and
Senator Richard Lugar, along with the names of 223 Indiana citizens.
Following is the text of the letter:

As Indiana citizens we urge you to support the important family planning
resolution, S. Res. 485.

Family planning is embraced by religions across the spectrum as a moral
good, a responsible choice, and a basic human right. The world’s religions
recognize that family planning helps build strong families, protect the health of
women and children, reduce child and spousal abuse, and prevent unwanted
pregnancies.

Family planning is the mainstream moral choice. The overwhelming majority
of women and men use a modern method of contraception. Also, research has
proven that access to family planning and birth control is the most effective
way to reduce abortions.

We are concerned that there is a growing movement in this country to restrict
or prohibit access to affordable birth control. These developments have been
especially hard on low-income women, among whom unplanned pregnancy
rates have risen by nearly 30 percent.

By supporting S. Res. 485 you will be helping to counter a dangerous and
immoral war on birth control while supporting good health for women, men,
and families. Thank you.

n
We wil l be monitoring progress of the resolution and we wil l let you know when
we receive a response from the Senators.n

Thank you!
Thank you!
Thank you!
Thank you!
Thank you!
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“What is good sex in the
globalized world of the twenty-first
century? What options and
strategies are available to women to
dissolve the many restrictions
imposed on their sexuality?” These
compelling questions are at the
heart of this provocative and
intriguing collection of essays. Mary
E. Hunt, the keynote speaker for
IRCRC’s 2007 Faith & Freedom
Dinner, served as both an editor
and a contributor. The above quote
is from her concluding essay, “Just
Good Sex: Feminist Catholicism
and Human Rights,” (the word
“j ust” meaning “j ustice” and not
“only”) in which she links women’s
sexuality to larger issues of justice.

Calling their work a “cross-
cultural conversation,” twelve other
feminist scholars and/or grassroots
activists from eight countries and a
range of religions joined Mary to
offer their insights and analyses.
The Religious Consultation for
Population, Reproductive Health,
and Ethics sponsored the project.

The three-part book begins
with Creation of Desire, an
exploration of the socioeconomic,
cultural, and religious contexts that
affect women’s sexual desire.
An English philosopher discusses
the influence of British colonialism;

a Nigerian anthropologist,
variations in the Muslim Religious
Right; an American rabbi, the
regulation of sexual desire in
Judaism; and an Indian-born
American economist, women’s
sexuality in the context of
transnational capitalism,
which she views as a religion.
In the next part, Prices of Sex,
various religions around the
world are shown to affect the
prices and methods of
“payment” associated with
women’s sexuality. A Turkish
social psychologist and
community organizer details
Islam’s influence on such practices as
honor killing, bride price,
polygamy, child marriage and
forced marriage. An American
theologian discusses the Catholic
Church’s emphasis on procreation;
a Brazilian theologian and Lutheran
pastor, complexities of compulsory
motherhood in Brazil and the cult
of the Virgin Mary; and a
philosopher from Thailand, the
Buddhist view of women’s sexuality.

In the final part, Reconstruction
of Sexualities, ideas are suggested on
reframing the contexts “in which so
many women suffer.” In addition to
Mary Hunt’s essay, an American
theologian offers Jewish feminist

A review of Good Sex: Feminist Perspectives from the World’s Religions
Edited by Patricia Beattie Jung, Mary E. Hunt, and Radhika Balakrishnan
Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick, New Jersey, 2005

reflections on good sex and an
American historian born in Hong
Kong analyzes Western and Eastern
views about and the nuances in
interpretation of sex in Chinese
footbinding.

The authors critiqued each
others’ works-in-progress. In
the process they accepted
differences in understanding
of common terms (such as the
meaning of “good sex” and
“bad sex”) and in beliefs and
viewpoints. However, the
frequent citing of each other’s
work in the completed essays
adds to the feeling of collegial

“cross-cultural conversation.” The
women did agree “human bodies,
especially women’s bodies, are the site
of endless contest.” Further, there was
consensus among them to “a
commitment to transformation” of
the unjust ways that women’s
sexuality is viewed and treated today
in the world. IRCRC members and
friends can certainly support that, as
we work together as a religious
coalition to ensure reproductive
choice for women in the state of
Indiana.

Editor’s note: Many thanks to IRCRC member Nancy Patchen for the following book review

“A woman’s decisions concerning reproduction are complicated, richly layered, and textured – with pain and relief, dilemma
and decision, self and family, emotions and economics, population concerns and personal desires.”- Mary E. Hunt

Images from IRCRC’ s “What’ s
at Stake” event on September
13, 2006 in Lafayette

At left: Charles Coley reporting on the
Spiritual Youth for Reproductive Freedom
Student Summit in Washington DC.
Middle: Rabbi Audrey Pollack and Rev.
Hilary Krivchenia speaking about All
Options Clergy Counseling.
At right: Michael McKillip of Planned
Parenthood discussing legislative issues
and what’s at stake in the coming election.

n
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News from around the state
and around the nation
Indiana Court rules in
honor of patient privacy
In September the Indiana State
Appellate Court ruled that the State
Attorney General does not have the
right to obtain confidential medical
records of Planned Parenthood
patients. Betty Cockrum, Planned
Parenthood’s CEO, said the Attorney
General’s attempt to seize
confidential medical records was “a
clear-cut case of abuse of power” and
“a fishing expedition aimed at
Planned Parenthood.” Although the
matter has been remanded back to
the trial court, the higher court has
clearly stated that patients have a
right to privacy with respect to
medical records.

RCRC challenges
federal abortion ban
The national RCRC has filed an
amici curiae brief with the U.S.
Supreme Court in Gonzales v.
Carhart, challenging the first-ever
federal abortion ban on religious
grounds and urging the Court to
strike it down. Although opponents
of legal abortion claim the law would
ban only one procedure  they call
“partial-bir th abortion,” the law
actually would ban several
procedures used early in pregnancy.
RCRC informs the Court that many
religions oppose such undue
restrictions because of their belief
that a woman’s health must be
protected. For more information go
to www.rcrc.org/news/
gonzales_v_carhart.cfm

FDA approves EC
for adult women
In August the FDA decided to allow
emergency contraception (EC) to be
sold over-the-counter to women 18
and over. While this decision will
help thousands of women prevent
unintended pregnancy, it does
nothing to help women under 18,
who are still required to spend
additional time and money to find a
doctor to write a prescription.

Healthy Indiana Youth Alliance:  A new vision for Indiana youth
Why did the IN Council on Adolescent Pregnancy change its name?

Over two decades ago, Indiana youth-serving professionals came together
to share experiences and information on the challenges and successes in the field
of adolescent pregnancy prevention.  At that time, a coalition was formed, the
Indiana Council on Adolescent Pregnancy (ICAP).  Since then, ICAP has been
a resource for information on adolescent health and networking between
programs and professionals.  ICAP coordinated seminars, workshops and
conferences on various topics relating to teen pregnancy prevention and
distributed up-to-date information to its members.

In the last 15 years, the United States has seen a dramatic decline in teen
pregnancy and bir th rates thanks to efforts like ICAP’s around the country.
Although the rate of teen pregnancy and births is lower than it has been in
years, the US stil l has the highest rate among any industrialized country.

Teens today stil l face a high risk of getting pregnant, but teens face more
complex challenges than just pregnancy.
Teens are also among the highest risk
populations for contracting sexually
transmitted diseases, including HIV.
While teens engage in sexual intercourse
less today, they face tough decisions
about engaging in sexual activity as they
deal with pressures of school, family,
peers, alcohol, drugs and violence.
ICAP recognized the need to broaden
their focus to address these more
complex challenges that teens face in
Indiana.

Therefore, ICAP has taken the
initiative to address the broad range of
factors that influence adolescent
reproductive and sexual health.  In
doing so, in 2006, ICAP changed its
name to the Healthy Indiana Youth
Alliance (HIYA).   With a new name
came a new vision: to develop a state-
wide non-profit organization that gives
professionals resources and information
to address complex challenges that
impact adolescent reproductive and
sexual health.  HIYA is building a
coalition for healthy youth through
advocacy, education, capacity building,
and resource sharing.

At HIYA, “we envision that all Indiana youth are empowered to make
informed and healthy decisions about sexuality.”

Join us in this exciting endeavor—HIYA is always open to new members!
For more information please contact:
Shannon Sainer, ssainer@hcet.org
Healthy Indiana Youth Alliance, c/o Health Care Education and Training, Inc.
9640 N. Augusta Dr. Suite 421, Carmel, IN 46032   (317) 247-9008

We’d like you to meet HIYA (Healthy Indiana Youth Alliance)! IRCRC is a participating
member of HIYA. Thanks to Shannon Sainer for writ ing the following article so
IRCRC members can become familiar with HIYA. Incidentally, IRCRC is looking for
someone in the Indianapolis area who could represent IRCRC at monthly HIYA
meetings. If you are interested, please let us know!

Quick facts about adolescent
health in the US and Indiana:
• In the United States, over one

third of girls under the age of 20
will become pregnant at least once.

• Four million cases of sexually
transmitted diseases are reported
among U.S. teens each year.

• Almost 45% of students surveyed in
9th-12th grades in Indiana have
engaged in sexual intercourse.

• The number of Indiana female
students in 2005 who have been
physically abused (hit, slapped, or
hurt) by their boyfriend has increased
to 13.5% from 9.3% in 2003.

• More than 40% of all 12th graders in
Indiana report having tried marijuana
at least once in their lifetime.

• Student drop-out rates in Indiana
increased by 18.9% from 2002-2003
school year to 2003-2004 school year
(from 6,769 students to 8,045
students). Adolescents who drop out
of school are at higher risk of
engaging in behavior leading to teen
pregnancy or contracting an STI or HIV.



7Faith & Freedom,  Fall  2006

RCRC initiates emergency campaign for South Dakota
On November 7, South Dakota voters will decide whether to uphold a ban on
virtually all abortions. If upheld, this ban will have a domino effect on states
throughout the country. The Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice is
fighting the ban and needs your help.

The South Dakota vote will affect the abortion debate throughout
America. The voters are being asked to
uphold a ban on virtually all abortions
that was overwhelmingly passed in
February by the state legislature. RCRC
considers this vote to be historic because it
will be the first time a statewide electorate
has faced the question of whether or not to
ban abortion. The goal of the legislators
who backed this measure and of
Republican Gov. Mike Rounds, who signed
it, is to challenge Roe v. Wade in the
Supreme Court.

The ban is chilling in its disregard of
the realities of women’s lives. The sole
exception to the criminal prohibition on
abortions would be to save the life of a
pregnant woman who was dying. A girl or
woman who became pregnant as a result of
rape, coercion, or incest or whose health was jeopardized by her pregnancy
would have no option but to continue the pregnancy. A doctor performing an
illegal abortion would face up to five years in prison.

The most recent independent poll, conducted in July, showed that 47% of
voters opposed the ban, 39% favored it, and 14% were undecided. However, if
an exception for rape and incest were included, 59% would support the ban.
According to research by legal scholars, abortion rights are at risk in as many
as 30 states. This year alone, the Louisiana legislature passed and the
Democratic governor signed a statute similar to South Dakota’s, which would
take effect if Roe v. Wade is overturned, and Mississippi is  within a few votes of
passing a ban.

The RCRC has been proud to support our clergy colleagues in South
Dakota with staff, programming, and information about religious, pro-choice
beliefs that has been distributed in churches and communities throughout the
state.

But we need to do much more to defeat this harmful ban so more will not
follow. We’ve launched a national campaign to alert people of faith about the
ban and ask them to support our work in South Dakota and nationwide. We
are reaching out to people across the country with an online Vir tual Vigil for
the Women and Girls of South Dakota and National Days of Prayer on
November 3, 4, and 5. A liturgy for the National Days of Prayer developed by
Rev. Rebecca Turner of our Missouri affiliate is being sent to our network of
clergy and activists for congregational worship.

Ways you can help:
• Donate  to RCRC’s Emergency Campaign for South Dakota. Send a

check to RCRC, 1025 Vermont Ave NW, Ste. 1130, Washington DC 20005 or
donate online at www.rcrc.org

• Participate in the National Days of Prayer on Nov. 3-5
• Go online and light a “virtual” candle on the “Virtual Vigil for the Women and

Girls of South Dakota,” www.rcrc.org
• Send a donation to the South Dakota Campaign for Healthy Families,

www.sdhealthyfamilies.org

You can light a “virtual”
candle for the women and
girls of South Dakota at
www.rcrc.org. Some
experts say that if the total
ban stands in South Dakota,
Indiana will be next.

Help keep the faith
for choice in
Indiana!

Use the enclosed envelope
to  send in a contribution
today!

$$$

Annual membership renewal
notices will be sent in the mail in
late November.

Have you joined RCRC’ s “Call
to Justice?”
Join with thousands of other people
of faith across the nation in an
advocacy campaign for reproductive
rights and health. It’s easy— just go
to www.rcrc.org/calltojustice!

The IRCRC will be
busy during the next
few months!
Here are some
upcoming
event s—
be sure
to mark
your calendar!

• Thurs Nov. 9—“Healthy Teens,
Whole Lives” conference,
Indianapolis

• Sun afternoon, Jan. 21, 2007—
“Sounds Divine” concert by the
Indianapolis Women’s Chorus,
Lafayette

• Thurs Feb. 8, 2007—“Prevention
Now” Rally at the Statehouse, with
pre-rally worship service

• March, date TBA—All Options
Clergy Counseling Training session

• Sat April 14, 2007—Annual Faith
& Freedom Dinner with pre-dinner
forum
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Resources and opportunities for action

Change Service Requested

“Reproductive Choice in
Theological Contexts,” a course
developed under the sponsorship of
RCRC, will be offered online in 2007
through Iliff  School of Theology.

Taught by Rev. Bil l Levering,
Presbyterian pastor and Adjunct
Faculty at Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia, the
course is being offered for two
credits, and will begin on Jan. 13, 2007.

Students from seminaries
around the country may register
through Iliff and then apply to their
own seminary to transfer the credits.

Clergy can take the course for
their own interest and may apply
for CEUs from their seminary. For
more information or to register for
the course, contact Stephanie
Yuhas, Coordinator of Academic
Services, at 303-765-3105, or
syuhas@iliff.edu.

Course on theology and
choice offered online to clergy
and seminary students

Below: one of the posters and
postcards that can be down-
loaded from condoms4life.org

You are invited to sign on to a
letter to Pope Benefict XVI
about condom use
The HIV pandemic continues to take
the lives of people throughout the
world, young and old alike. Catholics
for a Free Choice (CFFC) is urging
Pope Benedict XVI  to lift the ban on
condoms, which they say is “wrong,
dangerous and irresponsible.”

They go on to say: “Lift ing this
cruel and stigmatizing ban on
condoms would be a positive and
life-affirming move. The hierarchy
can no longer talk about a culture of
life while turning a blind eye to the
suffereing and dying, and can no
longer tell people to love and care for
one another while denying them the
means by which to protect each
other.”

To sign the letter and find other
informative and helpful resources, go
to: www.condoms4life.org or e-mail
mvaleri@catholicsforchoice.org.nn


