Faith® Freedon

Newsletter of the Indiana Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice

2007 Annual Faith & Freedom Dinner

Celebrating our commitment to reproductive rights and religious liberty

Saturday, April 14, 2007

Holiday Inn Select, Lafayette City Centre
515 South St., Lafayette Indiana 47901

5:45pm Reception with music by the Danny Weiss Duo,
silent auction, cash bar

6:30pm Dinner and Program

®* Awards Present ation “Faith & Feedan Award for Advacacy” and the
“Dr. Stla Boyd Award for Senice” (Honoees annmad on pr7!)

® Music by “Sapphonia,” ensemble d the hdianamlisWomen's Chorus

® Guest S peaker, Mary E. Hunt, Women'sAlliance or Theology,
Ethics and Ritual, Silver Spring, Maryland:

“Catholic, Pro-Choice, and Optimistic”

$30 individual, scholarships available
Reservation form on p.7 or reserve online at www.ircrc.org

Join in an evening of celebration, ing,pira fon

good food, and fellowship®

New this year:
an exciting free event right before the dinner—
4:00-5:30pm
“All in the Same Boat: Justice for Reproductive Health
and Same-Sex Love” Public Forum and Dialogue

with Mary E. Hunt and a distinguished panel:

Rev. Richard Clough, First Congregational, United Church of Christ, Indianapolis
Patricia A. Boling, Assoc. Professor Political Science, Purdue University
Dan Funk, Executive Director, Indiana Interfaith Coalition on Nondiscrimination

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Meet our guest speaker |,

Mary E. Hunt
Mary E. Hunt,

Ph.D,is a ‘
feminist
theologian who
is co-founder
and co-director
of theWomen's
Alliance for
Theology, Bhics
and Ritual
(WATER) in
Silver Spring,
Maryland.

A Roman Catholic who is active in
the women-church movement, she
lectures and writes on theology and
ethics with particular attention to
liberation issies Dr. Hunt receive the
Ph.D from the Gaduate Theological
Union in Berkdey, California. She also
received the Masters in Divinity degre€
the Jesuit School of Theology at
Berke’ley and the Masters in Theologi
Studies from Harvard Divinity School.
Her undergraduate degree in Theolog
and Philosophy is from Marquette
University. She ompleted dinical
Pastoral Education and is fluent in
Spanish.

After graduation, she spent sever
yeass eahing and verking an women'’s
issues and human rights in Argentina
a participant in the Frontier Internship
in Mission Program. She continues th
work through WATERS project,
“Women CrossingMVorlds; an axgoing
exchange with Latin American women.
Dr. Hunt wasAdjunct Assistant
Professo of Women's Sudies at

al
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What are our values?

by Kaye McSpadden, President

Members of
¥l IRCRC have
) H been accused of
" many things,

including, in a recent letter to the
editor from theVice Residnt of
Indiana Right to Life, of wanting to
“teach kids hav to have s&” The
most ®@mmon accusaion, however,
is thatwe are not really religious.
After all, how can one be religious
and pro-choice?

| wish people who believe that
could have been at the Statehouse
last February when, as people of
faith, we lifted up our values and
celebrated our commitment to
freedom, health, and justice.

This extraordinary and historic
event was very moving.

clergy who lad us in payer,

reflection, and readings offered

strength and a moral foundation to

what we already knew in our hearts:

yes,as people of faith, our

commitment to reproductive rights

is moral, isreligious,is fundamental

to our personal and family values.
George Lakoff, linguist, auhor,

and founder of the progressive think-

This vision is quite different from

right-wing ideology, which stesses a
“strict father morality” and
“unimpedeal pursuit of sdf-interest.

| thought about that when | read

a recent letter to the editor from a
father opposing comprehensive
sexuality education for his teenage
children. He said he auld “give
them as much information on the
negative side effects of having sex
before they are married, butill

she“repeatd the worn out notion
that babies should only be born to
parents who want then”

(Of coursethatsnat what she
said, but we’ll save a discussion about
the value of honesty and truthfulness
for another time.)

Snce when did the @al d “every
child a wanted child” become a worn-
out notion? As people of faith, we
value children and healthy families.
We knav the mtential damag that

leave them to face their decisions by than result when children are the

monequaces that@mes h thean’”

| have always suspected that
many anti-choice people see
unwanted pregnancy STDs,and
other “negative sick dfeds’ of
premarital sex as punishment that

teens richly deserve for making bad
The outstanding and courageouschoices. Is that the type of parenting

you value?Where’s the ompassio,
forgiveness, and understanding?
Smilarly, ant-choice goups

opposed a bill recently introduced in

the Indiana legislature that would
require girls to obtain an

immunization that prevents cervical

caner. The poblem? The hll is an
infringement upon “parents rights’
Placing a priority on parents’

tank The Rockridge Institute, says werights over the life and health of

must learn to articulate our values.
Progressives, according to Lakoff,

children illustrates the contrast in
values. If we value families and

tend to focus too much on issues andcommunities in vhich “peaple cae
about each other and act responsiblyarticulate them. Let's &l the world

policies.We ned to identify our
values in order to more effectively
communicate with the American
public. We ae ompelled to do so
because the religious right continues
to claim a monopoly on religious
and moral values.

So, whatreour values?

with strength and effectiveness for
eah otha,” then of course ve want

result of unintended pregnanciesWe
know that family planning is
embraced by religions across the
spectrum as a moral good, a
responsible choice, and a basic
human right.

Because we want to create a
community where people care about
each other and act responsibly with
strength and effectiveness for each
other, we sipport comprehensive s&
ed for youth and strong family
planning pograms.We sipport the
right of women and men to
determine the kind of life they want
to lead, including whether and when
they want to be parents. These are
our values, oumoralvalues, our
family values.

| encourage you to think about
your values, particularly as they
relate to your faith beliefs. Learn to

about themn
Leamn more: Dornit Think d an Elghant:

help children prevent a deadly disease .xnay Yar values and fame the Blate by

In another recent example, a

Lafayette area minister published a

guest column criticizing a Planned
Parenthood educabr’s ldter in which

George Lakoff. Chelsea Green Pub, c2004.
Also:Thinking Points: Communicating Our
AmeicanValues an®/ision.c2007 Download
for free at wwwodkridgeinstitute.ag

Lakoff suggests thatthe basic
progressive vision is of community4
of America as famyl, a caing,
respnside family. We awvision an
America where people care about
eah othe, not just thensdves,and
act responsibly with strength and
effectiveness dr each othe””

| RC RCbrings the moral power

of religious communities to ensure
reproductive choice and health
through education and advocacy.
IRCRC is a state affiliate of the
Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice.

Faith & Freedeptbiished by
Indiana Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice (IRCRC)

PO Box 723

Lafayette IN 47902-0723

Tel: 877-441-5797 (toll-free)

Fax: 501-644-3168

Web: www.ircrc.org
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“Sacred Values: A Celebration of Freedom,

Health, and Justice” held at the S

Seveal hundred peole from al ove the stag¢ atended the hisbric “Secred
Value$ sevice spnsaed by IRCRC at the Stahouse @ Thursda, Feb. 8,

tatehouse

Many thanks to the participating clergy:
RevHilary Landau Kivdhenia,Rev.Mike

2007. Clergy of several different faith traditions led us in a moving servicg olMathe, Ralbi Sang Sass Rev.Paméa D.

prayer,reflection, and esmwnsie realings. Purple iibbons pinted with the

words“Secred Values:freedan, health,justice” were
distributed.

On this page you can read a couple of exerpts

the wonderful readings shaed by the dtergy. You will

find the &xt of the etire sevice at wwwircrc.ag.
The sevice was Hd just rior to the“Prevention

Now” rally spnsaed by the @ganizatons ¢ HAPA

(Health Access and Privacy Alliancegjuding IRCRC.

Sacred Values:
Fresdom
Heah

P

T he laws and policies of our
state have done damage, but we
can @ repair.

We can @ repair

by giving people the information
they need to make responsible 3:1 4
choices, -
by empowering women through 1' !
access to crucial health services,

by shedding light on human ( *
sexuality rather than shrouding
it in mystery and shame.

We hare cone damag, but

we can do repair

by focusing on prevention rather
than punishment,

by spreading hope instead of
fear A
By advancing science instead of .4
superstition ...

We hare cbne damag.
We can and & nmust do
repair.

The task is sacred.
The work is hol.

The time is NOW!

Excerpt from
“Call to Commitment”
by Rabbi Sandy Sasso

Senko,and Rv.Rchard Claigh.

I | t's ime for those & us vho visibly stand ér the sared

values of life, to bear witness to the fact that we have
absolutely nothing to fear from information—knowledge—

and ickas.We hae nothing b fear—lecause it 48 us fee. It

sets us free to make good and wise choices with the brains that
our God gave for us to use.

Our young people are not to be treated as scared little
boys and girls, but loving, gifts filled, young people —not
“at-risk’ but “at-life’—ful | and josful and orerflowing with
the gifts of God.

But in order to share their gifts, in order to give what they
have © gve...thes must ke free—free from fear free from
ignorance. If we want them to grow up to live fully into the
title of beloved child of God that each of us carries, the more
information they have within them, the letter.

Please turn to each other and say—"we are all in this
togdaher” Mother, Fathe's, Sons, Daudhters, Neighbors,

Friend. Turn to one anothe acpin and sg—“We ae al in
this togeher”

If you believe that freedom is worth encouraging — would you
sg/, Amen!
AMEN!

If you believe that freedom is worth saving and preserving, say
amen!
AMEN!

If you believe that freedom can be saved, say amen!
AMEN!

If you believe that you can make a difference to encourage
and open up freedom, Say amen!
AMEN!

The echo of Isaiah and Jesus can be heard in the words that
define and shape us as a nation.

Remember — this state is our state. This land is our land. Of
the people. For the people. By the people.
WE the people.

The tuth shal malke you free. Thats quite a pomise. But
there itis. The truth shall make US free.

Excerpfrom“Reflec¢ion on Feelont
by Rev.Mike Mathe

Faith & Freedongpring 2007



“Sounds Divine” concert kicks off
Religious Arts Festival in Lafayette

January 21
7 was a cold ¥
/ and snowy
A a Sunday in
{1 pe 4 Lafayette,
\ y but you
b .\\3;\\ wouldn't
AR have known
it inside the sartciary o St.Dbhn's Bisopal Church, where the nusic d
{ / / the Indianamlis Women's (horus wamed heats and lifed spiits. In
f, / i partnership with Pride Lafgete, the Unitarian Universalist Gwurch, and
i ', vy ' Lafayette Area Multifaith Advocaes,IRCRC @-sponsaed “Sounds
Here’s another Divine; a multifaith, multi-cultural @ncert, desiged to “build bridges &
opportunity for more understanding’ With a diverse pogram d sared music fom various faith
) traditions including Christian, Jewish, Sufi, African chants, earth-centered
great IWC music! traditions, and songs that had been written by members of the chorus, the
Did you know that Sapphonia, concert also featured drums, movement, and audience involvement. About

125 people attended, and the concert was covered by local media. IRCRC is
) _ very gateful to the hdianamlis Women's
the Indianapolis Women'’s Chorus, St. bhn's Bpismpal Church, and
Chorus, will be performing at the many volunteers and others who ma

. this special event possible. The concert §
the 2007 Faith & Freedom kicked off the local Religious Arts Festiv
Dinner on April 14 in Lafayette?

the 15-member ensemble of

Y

S
Don’t miss it! L-R: Kaye McSpadden (IRCRC Pres.), Pam &8 | M
) Blevins-Hinkle (IWC Director), Terrie Kercher and .u it ﬁ
See pages 1 and 7 Lynn Richardson (concert committee) m

Conference on faith-based comprehensive sex ed
IS great success

In partnership with two Indianapolis congregations, IRCRC co-sponsors
“Healtty Teens, Whole Lies:Faith-Basel Comprehensive ®xuality
Educaion for Youth,” a multi-faith conference or dergy, religious
educators, youth leaders, parents and others. About 75 people attende
Nov. 9, 2006 onference, hdd at Fiist Gngregational Church United

Church of Christ in Indianapolis. The conference featured a keynote
presatation by Rev.Sewe Qapp of Christian Gommunity, a pané
discussia, break-ou sessins, and inbrmation tades. Participants dund

begin or enhance youth sex ed programming. The event was part of the
Indianapolis Spirit & Place Festival.

Above, right: Participants enjoyed visiting several information tables, |
including one provided by keynote speaker Rev. Steve Clapp.

Rev. Clapp’s presentation, “Diapers, Condoms and the Ring Thing:
What Does it Mean to Keep Children and Teens Safe?” was [
wonderfully informative and helpful. 1 &

At right: Participants learned about the “Keeping It Real” program in a g
breakout session with Courtney Avery from the Black Church Initiative

4 Faith & FreedonSpring 2007



Balmer’s Thy Kingdom Come examines the imp act of

the Religious Right in America

A review by Dr . Rev. Carl Malmgren

As one travels the highways and church of Dallas,
back roads of Indiana, you see man
interesting, if not ironic, things. One
such thing is a church sign that rea
“Unity Sgparatist Baptist Church.”
Randall Balmer in his bookhy
Kingdom ©@me,An B/angdical's
Lament: How the Religious Right
Distorts the Faith and Threatens
Ameaicatakes the eader on anothe
journey, ciitiquing the ionic roll
that the politics of the Religious
Right is taking in reshaping the

~

'Y Texas, George
Washingbn Truett.
1S:The cornerstone of
Baptist beliefs “Soul
Liberty” was and still i$
a [rinciple that‘trué’
Baptists have held
dear This teief, the
basis for the First
Amendment guarante
of separation of
church and state, has

[HESTORTS THE §

112

w

K.

-

oy THE BELIGIOLIS R

WIS &

AMDALL BY

symbols of their faith) and by
attempting to pass laws that
narrowly delineate their
definition of Judeo-Christian
values. In pointing out these
dangers he also exposes the
leaders of such thought,
people such as Rick
Scarborough (head of an
organizaton caled Vision
America), Roy Moore (the
“Ten Commandments

Judgg”), Pat Roberston (the

H1
AITE

MERICA
YLMER

J

American landscape.

As a semi-retired American
Baptist pasor | found Balme’s
perception of the changing values q
Baptists both intriguing and
frightening. In the chapter entitled
“Where Have all the Baptists
Gone?’ Balme caefully and teaty
spells out the history and founding
principles of Baptists, quoting Roge
Williams,Iss& Bacus,and &en a
former leader in the Southern
Baptist Convention and long time
Senior Pasor of the Fist Baptist

long protected the
individual conscience from the
tyranny o the majaity.

Balmer points out the dangers @
those who have attempted to do aw
with the First Amendment by seekin
to establish one brand of religious
belief by mandating prayer in public

for religious education, erecting
overtly Christian icons on public
property (while prohibiting other
religious groups from displaying

schools, seeking government suppor

Christian Coalition and 700
Club), Jerry Farwell, and Ralph
Reel, to name adw.

Balmer is a must read for those
ho sek uncerstanding 6 religion’s
role in what is happening in America.
He jdns auhors like Tony Compolo
(Letters to a young evangeliaal)
tJm Wallis (God's Plitics) in

sounding the alarm to the religious
community concerning what is
happening to America in the name of
religion. Leaders sich as DrRick
Warren, author of The Rirpose

Driven Life endorse reading this

=

ayW

g

Excerp from Thy Kingdom ©me

In the 1980s, in order to solidify the shift from divorce to abortion, the Religious Rig
constructed ambortion mythpne accepted by most Americans as true. Simply put,
abortion myth is this: Leaders of the Religious Right would have us believe that the
movement becan in dired respnse b the US.Supreme Gurt's 197Rce v\Wade
decision.

Politically mnsevative ezangdical leaers were so moally ouraged by the uling
that they instantly shed their apolitical stupor in order to mobilize politically in defen
the sanctity of life. Most of these leaders did so reluctantly and at great personal, sz
risking the dloquy o ther congregants and theantempt of liberals andsecular
humanists,who were rying ther best b ruin America.

But these selfless, courageous leaders of the Religious Right, inspired by the
opponents d slavery in the ninéeenth century, trudged dutifully into battle in eder to
defend those innaent unborn children, newvly endangered by the Sipreme Qurt’s
misguidedRoedecision.

It's a ompelling sbry, no queston alout it. Excef for one thing:lt isnt true....

The Rligious Rght arose as aglitical movement for the puipose dfectivelyof
defending recial discimination at Bob Jbnes Wiversity and at otheseyregated sdools.

Thy Kingdom @me,An Bvangdicals lament: How the Rligious Rght Distorts the Bith and
ThreaensAmeica by Randal Balme. Basic Boks,c2006 Fom Chapter 1,“Strange

book. Space does not permit even a
full summary of one chapter of this
htbook, so | too recommend you take
hethe time to be informed and
I challenged by this book.

| Dy. Rev.Carl Malmgen is a etired Baptist
>eﬁ)ﬁnister,ha/ing seved several

1 b%gregations including 1st Baptist
Church in Lafayette. Carl is currently
serving as an interim pastor and is
teaching a high school class. Carl
participated in a clergy panel discussion
sponsored by IRCRC in January 2005 and
he héped organiz indianas firstAll
Options Clergy Counseling training
session in February 2006.

Bedfellows] p.11-12,17.
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News from around the st ate and
around the nation

> Indiana legislators unwilling to support birth control

X protection

Durlng the first part of the 2007 Indiana legislative session, we closely wat
Senate Bill 135, which would have required doctors to tell a woman seekin
abortion that life begins at conception.

Realizing that such language would leave some forms of birth control at
risk, some senators succeeded in amending the bill to protect birth control.

(Many IRCRC members answered an action alert by contactingsémaitors
encouraging them to support this and other amendments—thank you!)

In the e&xd, howeverthe hll did not sicceal becauseunder pressire by
Indiana Right to Life, there were not enough senators who were willing to
for birth control protection.

Hoosiers have now received a stark wake-up call that the anti-abortiof
movement is becoming an anti-contraception movement.

Note: the Igislaive gssion isitna over. V¢ will kego you apprised d ary
other important developments.

yUnited Methodist minister testifies in Indiana legislature

Rev.Mike Mathe, senior pasor at Boadwvay United Methodist Church
in Indianapolis, testified in opposition to Senate Bill 135 (“life begins at
conception”) on Febuary 14.Rev.Mathe said the Bl is an atmpt to force

Help keep
the faith for

s-choice in

Indiana!

Jse the enclosed

envelope to seng
In a contribution

today!
A
\'

|

one particular religious belief upon everyone. Read his entire testimony a

wwwiircrc.arg and se the navspager article atout it. Kudos b Rev.Mathea—
so far as wknaw, this is the fist ime a tergypesa of the Ghristian faith has
spoken up in opposition to an anti-choice bill in the Indiana legislation.

f;//Senator Bayh responds to IRCRC letter
S As we told you in the Fall 2006 issuéaith and FreedonRCRC sent a
Ietter with over 200 signatures to Senator Evan Bayh encouraging him to
onto Senate Resolution 485 supporting family planning. In his letter of
response, he did not indicate his intentions regarding this resolution, but h

pointed out that he has supported other bills that would increase funding fpr
preventive health care and education to reduce unintended pregnancy and ST

;IRCRC endorses Health W orldwide Act

‘ In Febmary, IRCRC joned mary othe organizatons exdorsing the
Focus o Family HealthWorldwide Act, a hll recently introduced in the US.
House of Representatives. The bill will provide family planning assistance
developing countries with acute family planning and maternal health needg.
Evey year ove 530,000 wmen around the vorld die flom causesetated to
pregnancy and childbirth. Access to voluntary family planning is a highly
effective and moally respnsible health inérvention that saes lves.To lean
more @ to: wwwrcrc.ag/news/intemational_womens_da_ 07.cfm

Have you joined RCRC’ s

“Call to Justice?”
i Join with thousands of other people of faith across th
nation in an advocacy campaign for reproductive
rights and healthlt's easy—ujst @ to

Mary E. Hunt, contd from p. 1

Georgetown University for five yeass.She
has lectured and taught at numerous
i %hstitutions. For the 2000-2001 academic
ear she was at Harvard Divinity School as
e @ Research Fellow at the Center for the
Sudy o Values in Rblic Life.
D She is the author and editor (or co-
egftor) of several publications, including
Good Sex: Feminist Perspectives from the
World’s Rdigions.(See our eview in the
Fall 2006 issue Bhith & Freedom
f newsldter)
or Mary Hunt serves on the Editorial
" Board of the Journal of Feminist Studies
in Religion and the Journal of Religion and
Abuse.

She is a member of the Society for
Christian Ethics and the American
Academy of Religion where she co-chaired
theWomen and Rligion Secion. She is an
advsor to theWomen's Odination
Conference, and a member of the advisory
boards of the Center for Leshian and Gay

€ Studies in Religion and Ministry at Pacific
School of Religion and of the Lesbhian Gay
Bisexual Tangyender ReligiousArchives

www.rcrc.arg/caltojustice!

Network.N
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Annual Faith & Freedom Dinner  April 14,

2007

Yes, | would like to make a reservation for the Annual Faith & Freedom Dinner on April 14, 2007:

# tickets
individual ($30)
table of 8 ($240) Group name for table sign:

additional tax-deductible gift (Donors of $50 or more will be
listed as Sponsors in the printed program.)

Total amount enclosed

Name

Address

State Tel

City Zip

E-mail (if applicable)

__ Check enclosed (Please make payable to IRCRC)
__ Credit card: Visa/MC

ExpirationDate: _ /

O Scholarship requested
O Vegetarian

Please send to:
IRCRC
PO Box 723
Lafayette IN 47902

Must be received by
April 11, 2007

—OR—
Make your
reservation online!
Go to www.ircrc.org

IRCRC names honorees

for 2007 Awards

The IRCRC is thrilled to announce
that its annual awards for service a
advocacy will be presented to the
following outstanding Hoosiers:

Danny
Weiss
Duo

Enjoy the

cool jazz
sounds of
Danny

Weiss, tenor
saxophonist,
and bassist
Lynn Colwell
during the 5:45-6:30pm reception at
the 2007 Faith & Freedom Dinner on
April 14. Learn more about Danny
at wwwdanryweisspzz.om.

Lindsey Mintz —Advocacy

The 2007 &ith & Feedon Award for
Advocacy will be presented to Lindsey
Mintz, Director of Government Affairs
of the Jewish Community Relations
Council, for her dedicated and
passionate work on behalf of
reproductive rights in Indiana.

Rev. Steve Clapp —Service
The 2007 DrSella Boyd Award for
Senvce will be presated to Rev.Seve
Clapp, Director of Christian
Community, for his oustanding verk
in the area of comprehensive sexuality
education, including a groundbreaking
reseach sudy, auhoring seeral
publications, and working with faith
communities to help ensure good
reproductive health for young people.

Silent auction to feature

works of art, gift baskets,

and other goodies

Be sure and bring your wallet,
checkbook, or credit card and plan
to bid on wonderful items donated
by local artists and merchants.

Come to the dinner and help honor
these individuals. Learn more about
their accomplishments!

For complete details about the 2007 Faith & Freedom Dinner

Great music awaits you at the Faith & Freedom Dinner!

Sapphonia

Audience menbers at the 2006
Faith & Freedom Dinner were
wowed by the exhilarating and
inspiring music of Sapphonia, the
15-member ensemble of the
Indianamlis Women's Chorus—we
are thrilled that they will be with us
again in 2007!

With a rich repertare d lively,
multicultural, and sacred music,
Sapphonia is sure to once again
leave us with toes tapping and
spirits soaring. For more
information about Sapphonia and
the Indianamlis Women's Chorus
go to wwwindychoruses.ogy/iwc/

,seepagel
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Religious Coallitiorof Reproductve Choice

PO Box 723 Lafayette IN 47902-0723

‘ ﬁ lana
i M _wwwircrc.org

[

Tel: 877-441-5797ak: 501-644-3168 E-maitfo@ircrc.org

Pro-Faith, Pro-Family, Pro-Choice

Change Service Requested

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSAGE
PAID
LAFAYETTE IN
PERMIT NO. 18

Resources and opportunities for action

National Black Religious

Summit 1 1 on Sexuality

“Breaking the Silence”
July 11-13, 2007
Howard University S&ool of
Divinity
Washingon DC
Black dergy, laity and yuth will continue
the dialogue on critical issues affecting th
AfricanAmerican @mmunity, induding
teen pregnancy seuality and gigion,
domestic violence, HIV/AIDS and other
issues of reproductive health.
For more info:
wwwhbci-rcre.ag
or call 202-628-7700

Indiana leaders to attend

national RCRC conference
Kaye McSpadden and Cynthy Scruggs
will represent IRCRC at the national
RCRC mnference inWashingon DC in
late April. Kathy and Cynthy plan to
bring back lots of new information and
ideas for our Indiana affiliate.

CFFC launches new

prevention campaign

Catholics for a Free Choice has launche
new national education campaign,
“Prevention Not Prohinition”

The campaign will advocate in favor
of the right to choose abortion, but it will
also emphasize reducing the need for
abortion through efforts to both prevent
unintended pregnancy and help women
with unintended pregnancies who choose
not to have abortions.

The campaign will try to convince
policymakers at all levels of government
introduce and fund initiatives that both
promote access to and education about
contraception and offer serious economid
support to women who have unintended
pregnancies.

To lean more:
Catholics for a Free Choice
1436 U St NWSe 301
Washingbn DC 20009-3997
www.catholicgbrchaice.ag

Religious Institute issues
new “open letter” on (

5
adolescent sexuality l\ \
d & February the Religious Institut Jn
Seual Morality, Jistice,and Healing
issied an"Open Letter to Rdigious
Lealers mn Adolesent Sxuality.”

The letter calls for a faith-based
approach to helping adolescents
understand their sexuality and make
informed choices about their sexual
behavior.

The letter is the first of its kind by &

obecause it recognizes the sexual rights
adolescents and lays out specific action
that faith communities need to take to
promote those rights.

IRCRC members may be familiar w
the Institutes“Religious Dedaration”
which has been endorsed by over 2,60
religious leaders from more than 40 fai
traditions and waseal at IRCRC's
“Sacred Values$ sevice at the Stahouse.

To lean more atout the"Open Letter
on Adolescent Sexuality” go to
wwwirdligiousinsttute.ag. I

group of religious leaders and is histori¢

ith
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