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We wil l be putting our faith into action this summer at the Tippecanoe
County Fair in Lafayette, again working in partnership with Planned
Parenthood and the League of Women Voters. The dates
for the fair are Sat. July 22-Friday July 28.

This year we will have two full booths, side by side.
Volunters wil l work in 3-hour shifts from
noon-9pm. Our goal is to have at least three
volunteers there at all times.

You may sign up to be a volunteer online at
www.ircrc.org or e-mail info@ircrc.org or
call 877-441-5797.  An orientation and
training session for volunteers will be
held Wed. July 12 at 7pm at the
Unitarian Universalist Church,
17 S. 7th St., Lafayette.

Help spread our “good news” that religious
people can be pro-choice—be a fair volunteer!

Newsletter of the Indiana Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice

Be a fair volunteer!
July 22-28, 2006

Fair Planning Committee, L-R: Joanne
Evers, Amanda Lawson, Cynthy Scruggs,

Kim Williams, Kaye McSpadden
(Not pictured: Vicci and Bill Hayes)

Healthy Teens, Whole
Lives:  Faith-Based
Comprehensive Sexuality
Education for Youth—
Information and Resources for
Successful Programs”

Exciting conference
coming in November!

“

For more information
Go to www.ircrc.org, e-mail
info@ircrc.org, or call 877-441-5797

Registration Fee
$10/individual, $25/team of 3
Online registration available

Also featuring
“Keeping It Real! A Faith-Based Sexuality
Education Dialogue Model for African
American Teens” by Courtney Avery, Co-
Chair of the Youth Sexuality Project at
Trinity United Church of Christ, Chicago.
Courtney is also Illinois Coordinator of
the Black Church Initiative

Keynote Presentation
“Diapers, Condoms and the Ring
Thing: What Does it Mean to Keep
Children and Teens Safe?” by Rev. Steve
Clapp, author of Faith Matters:
Teenagers, Religion & Sexuality

Sponsored by IRCRC, Congregation Beth-El
Zedeck, and First Congregational Church,
UCC

Thursday , November 9, 2006
8:30-12:00noon
First Congregational Church, United
Church of Christ, Indianapolis

A multi-faith conference for clergy,
religious educators, youth leaders,
parents, and others who want to help
youth lead healthy, whole lives and make
informed, responsible decisions.

A Spirit & Place Festival event

Training Session for Fair V olunteers
Wed., July 12, 7:00-8:30pm

Unitarian Universalist Church
17. S. 7th St., Lafayette

(across from the Tippecanoe Co. Public Library)

The 2006 County Fair Booth
Planning Committee invites you to

sign up today! Just go to
www.ircrc.org  or call 877-441-5797.

LWVIRCRC



 by Kaye McSpadden, President

Pro-lif e=anti -abortion,  right? Don’t be so sure.

Faith & Freedom is published by
Indiana Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice (IRCRC)
PO Box 723
Lafayette IN 47902-0723
Tel: 877-441-5797 (toll-free)
Fax: 501-644-3168
Web: www.ircrc.org

IRCRC brings the moral power
of religious communities to ensure
reproductive choice and health
through education and advocacy.
IRCRC is a state affiliate of the
Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice.
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Since becoming
a grandmother, I
have enjoyed
watching my
daughter and

son-in-law blossom into wonderful
parents while juggling the challenges
faced by many modern families.  It’s
not easy, since both are working hard
to establish themselves in challenging
careers while learning to be parents.
They share household tasks and the
joys and duties of parenthood.

Access to modern birth control is
one of the main reasons my daughter
and millions of women like her have
the opportunity to pursue this kind of
life. Today, women can control their
fertility rather than be controlled by
it.  And because of smaller families
where both partners share economic
responsibilities, men can often be
more involved—and better— fathers.

Furthermore, studies show that
access to family planning services
improves family stability by
improving maternal and child health
while lowering poverty rates, and by
reducing abuse and neglect of
children who result from unintended
pregnancies.   Access to birth control
also reduces the number of abortions
by preventing unintended pregnancies.
Numerous studies show that
abortion rates throughout the world
are much more closely related to the
rate of unintended pregnancies than
to whether or not abortion is legal.

Based on these facts, one would
expect that people holding anti-
choice, “pro-family” views would
enthusiastically support measures to
prevent unintended pregnancies to
reduce abortions and strengthen
families.  But they don’t.  Instead,
they oppose emergency
contraception.  They only support
“abstinence only” sex education, even
though such programs are
demonstrably ineffective.  They
defend pharmacists who refuse to fill
birth control prescriptions.  They

attack family planning agencies such
as Planned Parenthood relentlessly.

Tell your  “pro-life” friends that
if they really want to bring down the
number of abortions, they’re on the
wrong side. As pointed out recently
in the New York Times (“Contra-
Contraception,” May 6, 2006), the
anti-abortion movement has become
an anti-contraception movement.

Their views present a serious
threat to hard-won protections for
women (and men) of the last half-
century. We should not forget that
birth control was illegal in much of
the country until 1965 when the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled it was legal for
married
couples. Not
until 1972
was this right
extended to
unmarried
couples. The
legal basis
for these rulings, the concept of
privacy, is now under assault by the
very people who should be in favor of
it— the anti-abortion movement.

Why would people so opposed to
abortion resist contraception and
family planning so fiercely? In her
well-researched and well-
documented book, How the Pro-
Choice Movement Saved America,
Cristina Page concludes that the
anti-choice movement’s
fundamental goal is to return to an
antiquated view of the proper role
of women, a view that opposes
contraception and believes in forced
motherhood.

There is plenty of evidence for
this conclusion. Consider, for

example, Kimberly Hahn, who was the
featured speaker at a recent Lafayette
area anti-choice event. In her book,
Life-Giving Love: Embracing God’s
Beautiful Design for Marriage, Ms.
Hahn espouses the view that women
should have large families and that
contraception is part of a “culture of
death.” She believes that every woman
is a “sacred vessel of life” and that
contraception is “a fundamental
rejection of her life-nurturing womb.”
In a model marriage, the husband as
“faithful priest” should lead “his wife
to understand the Scriptures and the
Church’s teaching.”

Members of IRCRC certainly
believe that Ms.
Hahn and people
sharing her views
are entitled to their
beliefs.  However,
we do not think
they should have
the right to impose

their views on everyone else.  We
support religious freedom and
equality between the sexes.  We want
to continue to live in a society that
values women as people who are
capable of deciding for themselves
what kind of life they want to lead.

There are few experiences more
enriching and fulfilling than
parenthood. I love being a mother,
and I love being a grandmother. I
pray that when my granddaughter
grows up she will have the freedom to
decide what kind of life she would like
to lead.

For info on Christina Page’s book and
other resources on this topic, see page 8

Tell your “pro-life” friends that
if they really want to bring
down the number of abortions,
they’re on the wrong side.

n
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The ultimate success of any social justice movement
depends upon its ability to incorporate and educate
young activists. In this spirit, RCRC organized a
student summit in Washington, D.C. from June 5-7
with the sole purpose of empowering young adults to
speak effectively with pro-choice, pro-faith voices
nationally. The event was part of RCRC’s youth
affiliate program, SYRF (Spiritual Youth for
Reproductive Freedom). SYRF educates and organizes
youth and young adults (ages 16-30) to put their faith
into action and advocate for pro-choice social justice.

The SYRF student summit is held every two years,
and I was honored to attend as a youth delegate on behalf of IRCRC. The
summit’s two days were filled with workshops, small group discussions, and
even a clergy panel. Most importantly, I networked with other young adults
from many states and made connections I would not have otherwise. The
SYRF conference aided my ability to articulate my social justice beliefs from a
faith-based perspective.

Summit workshops focused upon RCRC’s mission and history, which was
invaluable information to the gathered young adults. Additionally, breakout
sessions included discussions of coalition building within communities and on
campuses. Since SYRF hopes to expand its presence at universities nationally,
event organizers stressed the importance of networking with like-minded

social justice organizations. Summit
attendees also viewed an incredible
documentary, “The Education of
Shelby Knox,” which detailed the
struggle of a high school student in
Lubbock, Texas as she requested
comprehensive sexuality education
within her school system. Following the
documentary, attendees were surprised
to actually meet Shelby Knox (who is
now a senior at the University of Texas)

and were treated to a question and answer session with her.
On the second day of the conference, the young adults were divided

according to faith group to meet with clergy members. As a Unitarian
Universalist, I enjoyed this aspect of the student summit more than any other.
My small group had a two hour discussion about articulating our support for
reproductive choice while using language that includes our UU faith and
principles.

The SYRF summit was a wonderful learning experience, and I will strongly
encourage other young adults to attend the next summit in 2008. RCRC’s
continued goal is the education of young activists, and the SYRF summit is the
best example of that goal in action.

The Indiana RCRC was pleased to award its first-ever scholarship to help an
Indiana young adult attend the SYRF 2006 Student Summit to Charles
Coley of Lafayette. In the following article Charles reports on his experience
at the Summit. Thank you, Charles! Note: The IRCRC wants to continue and
strengthen the student scholarship program for the 2008 Summit. You can
help by supporting IRCRC financially and also by telling college students
about this great opportunity!

My experience at the SYRF Student Summit
by Charles Coley

Charles Coley

Did you know
that existing

campus groups
can become
affiliated with

SYRF? Learn
more about

SYRF at
www.syrf.org

Welcome to Congregation
Beth-El Zedeck!
IRCRC is honored to have
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck of
Indianapolis as a new Organizational
Associate Member. Beth-El Zedeck
joins several other congregations,
committees, and organizations who
have made the decision to show their
faith for choice:
• Congregation Beth-El Zedeck, Indianapolis
• Social Justice Committee, UU Church of

Hendricks Co.
• Temple Israel, Gary
• Unitarian Universalist Church, Lafayette
• Planned Parenthood of Indiana
Talk to your congregation,
committee, or civic group about
joining IRCRC today!

Dr. Stella Boyd honored at
Planned Parenthood reception
Planned Parenthood of Evansvil le
sponsored a special reception to
honor the life and accomplishments
of Dr. Stella Boyd on May 25, 2006.
Dr. Boyd was the physician and bir th
control pioneer after whom IRCRC’s
annual award for service is named.

IRCRC President Kaye McSpadden
and Vice President Cynthy Scruggs
attended the event. Also present were
two of Stella’s grandchildren and
other family members, in addition to
community members who knew this
extraordinary woman.

Lafayette paper publishes letter
from IRCRC member
Thanks to IRCRC member Celia
Hartley for submitting a letter to the
editor of the Lafayette Journal &
Courier on May 6. Commenting on
differences between IRCRC’s Faith &
Freedom Dinner and a local high
school’s anti-choice “field of crosses,”
Celia spoke of the need for
compassion and pointed out that
“the anti-choice position... refuses to
take into account the complexity of
the often difficult problems that we as
human beings sometimes face.”

You may read the entire letter
online. See the link at www.ircrc.org.

IRCRCIRCRCIRCRCIRCRCIRCRC
NewsNewsNewsNewsNews

n
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1st Annual Faith & Freedom Dinner a big success—
About 115 people from all over the state gathered
in Lafayette on April 22, 2006, for a special and
historic evening. Through music, inspirational
words, awards presentations, and good fellowship,
we celebrated  our commitment to reproductive
rights and religious liberty.

Keynote Speaker
At left, IRCRC President
Kaye McSpadden with
guest speaker Rev. Paul
Simmons, whose
presentation “The Anti-
Choice Crusade:
Reclaiming the Bible from
Fundamentalist
Distortions,” enlightened
and inspired the audience.

Participating clergy included Rabbi Audrey
Pollack, left, who helped us begin the evening in
prayer. Also, Rev. Hilary Landau Krivchenia (at

left),  and Rev. Carl
Malmgren (below)
participated in the
program.

Awards Presentation
Religious Educators Carolyn Meagher and Sue Ellen Braunlin
(below, Carolyn is on the left) were presented the 2006 Dr. Stella Boyd
Award for Service for their work with lifespan comprehensive sexuality
education at First Congregational United Church of Christ in
Indianapolis and for mentoring other congregations. Dinner
participants were excited to meet Eddie Boyd, the grandson of Dr.
Stella Boyd, and his family, who traveled all the way from Evansvil le
to attend the event (below, upper right). Rabbi Dennis C. Sasso was
presented the 2006 Faith and Freedom Award for Advocacy (see Faith &
Freedom newsletter, March 2006).  Because Rabbi Sasso was unable to
attend, George Kelly of Congregation Beth-El Zedeck accepted the
award on his behalf (below, right, with his wife Pam).

A Congregational and Family Affair
Below, members and friends of several congregations rese
support, including Temple Israel, the Unitar ian Unive
UUUUUnitnitnitnitniteeeeed Md Md Md Md Meeeeethothothothothodist Cdist Cdist Cdist Cdist Chhhhhurururururccccch.h.h.h.h. Also, some families reserv
“pro-faith, pro-family, pro-choice” commitment!
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Annual Faith & Freedom Dinner a big success— a night of music, inspiring words, good food and fellowship!
We got the power!
The crowd was energized, moved, and inspired by the rousing
rhythms and beautiful melodies of Sapphonia, the 15-member
ensemble of the Indianapolis Women’s Chorus (right). They sang
several songs including “Sisters, You Keep Me Fighting,” “Wade
in the Water,” and “We Got the Power.”

During the pre-dinner
reception guests mixed and
mingled while listening to a
variety of lovely tunes by Hunt
and Gail Wiley (left).

A fun and
fund
raising
activity
was held
during the
reception.
Those who made the best guess of  the number of
jellybeans in the jar won prizes donated by local artists.

TTTTThhhhhank you!ank you!ank you!ank you!ank you!

Above, the 2006 Dinner Planning
Committee, L-R: Jo Johannsen, Kaye
McSpadden, Cresta Cates, Nancy
Patchen, Carolyn McGlone. Not pictured:
Linda Cohen.

Many thanks to all who helped make
the 2006 Faith & Freedom Dinner
such a great success, including:
Sapphonia/Indianapolis Women’s
Chorus, Gail & Hunt Wiley, and the
three  artists who donated the
beautiful prizes.  Thanks to Ed Cates
for taking the great photos, and
special thanks to all who became
Dinner “Supporters” by making
special donations.  Also, thanks to
everyone who played the “Jellybean
Challenge” game—you helped us
raise several hundred dollars which
helped cover many of the expenses for
the event. Finally, thanks to everyone
who came. The Dinner Planning
Committee says “see you next year!”

Dignitar ies! We were honored to have leaders and friends from three important state
organizations with us. Below, left: Dr. Pat Hil l and Kim Lanahan, President, Indiana
Chapter Americans United for Separation of Church and State. Below, middle: Indiana
National Organization for Women leaders including President Melissa Fadeley at right.
Below, right: IRCRC President Kaye McSpadden with Barb Avery, Director of the Ohio
RCRC (standing, at right), and two members of the Ohio RCRC Board of Directors.

ns reserved tables to show their
niversalist Church, and TTTTTrrrrrinitinitinitinitinit yyyyy
eserved tables showing their

Jellybean

     Challenge!

In Appreciation
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What’s happening in our state?
Stakes are high in fall elections
Leaders of the Health Access and
Privacy Alliance (HAPA) say that
because of political developments of
the past year, the coming elections
across the state are critically
important.

Some experts are predicting that
next year—depending upon the
outcome of the elections—Indiana
legislators will move every
conceivable anti-choice piece of
legislation through the General
Assembly, including an outright ban
on abortion.

IRCRC is non-partisan and does
not endorse specific candidates. We
encourage our members to ask
candidates about their stance on
reproductive health issues
and support those you
feel will work to
protect  rights and
improve women’s
and family health.

IRCRC is proud to be a member
of HAPA and wil l continue to keep
our membership informed of
important legislative developments.

To learn more go to
www.mappingourrights.org

CHOOSE HARM?

In June the
Indiana Bureau
of Motor
Vehicles
approved a
new “Choose
Life”
specialty
license plate
that will be
available in
2007.
Proceeds from the sale
of these plates wil l go to “crisis
pregnancy centers” across the state.

The IRCRC is very troubled by
this development. Crisis pregnancy
centers do not exist to help women.
Rather, their main purpose is to keep
women from exercising their right to
choice and family planning.

The centers are well-known for
using deceptive practices, providing
false information to women, and
proselytizing a particular religious
point of view. Furthermore, these
centers do nothing to help prevent
unintended pregnancies. In fact,
most do not provide contraception
or family planning information.

This troubling development in
our state highlights the critical need
for more All Options Clergy
Counseling services. If you are

Learn more:
• “Crisis Pregnancy Centers: An

Affront to Choice.”  A
comprehensive report recently
published by the National Abortion
Federation. Available online at
www.prochoice.org.

• Planned Parenthood offers several
excellent articles on this topic. Go to
www.plannedparenthood.org and
type “crisis pregnancy centers” in the
search box.

• A new piece of legislation, the Stop
Deceptive Advertising for Women’s
Services Act (H.R. 5052) has been
introduced in the U.S. Congress by
Rep. Carolyn Maloney of NY.
Learnmore and take action at
www.now.org.

A new national program to evaluate
and rank state laws and policies as
they affect the ability of people to
live healthy lives, select partners,
and raise a family says Indiana is the
49th worst state in the nation.
“Mapping Our Rights: Navigating
Discrimination Against Women,
Men and Families” is a
collaboration of several
reproductive health and gay rights
organizations.

The ranking is done
mathematically, using 25 indicators,
including government-mandated

interested in helping with
IRCRC’s new All Options

Clergy Counseling
program, please

contact us.
In the

meantime, learn
more about crisis
pregnancy centers
and tell your
friends about

them. Many people
are not aware of the

truth.

Decision to approve “Choose Life” license plates is troubling

abstinence-only sex education, same-
sex adoption laws, access to family
planning, etc.

While some might
think the pairing of gay
rights and reproductive
health issues is unusual, they
are a natural pairing according
to the authors of this study:
“Core democratic values connect
both sexual and reproductive
issues: the right to privacy, the right
to self-determination, the right to
form a family with the partner of
one’s choice, and the right to choose

if, how, when and with whom to have
a child. All of these rights together

are called sexual and
reproductive rights. But
to exercise these rights,
individuals must have

access to the information,
resources and power to make

independent, knowledgeable and
informed choices.”

Indiana ranks 49th worst in discrimination against women, men, and families

Watch for an announcement soon
regarding an IRCRC callout and
membership meeting in the early fall.
A guest speaker will help us learn more
about “what’s at stake” in the elections. n

n

An award we’re NOT proud of—
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IRCRC takes action!
In late May IRCRC joined with over
200 other organizations across the
nation in urging the U.S. House
Appropriations
Committee to
oppose any
funding for
abstinence-only-
until-marriage
programs. To learn more about the
dangers of these programs and to see
a list of the groups supporting the
“No More Money” campaign, go to
www.nomoremoney.org.

On the national level...

The RCRC has activated a
“States of Emergency Action
Plan”  with a strong focus on
educating and mobilizing people
of faith at the state level. Wil l the
Indiana RCRC be ready? You
can help strengthen IRCRC.
Send in your membership
contribution and join together
with hundreds of other people of
faith across the state who are
speaking out. Thank you!

Poll shows Americans support
access to birth control
A national Wall Street Journal/Harris
Interactive poll taken in June showed
that a large majority of adults believe
that information about birth control
should be more accessible and that
providing access to birth control is a
good way to prevent abortions.

The poll shows how far out of the
mainstream the current anti-choice
movement is (see page 2).  Family
planning is embraced by most
religions as a moral good, a
responsible choice, and a basic
human right. The Roman Catholic
Church is the only major faith group
in the U.S. to forbid contraception,
but most Catholics disagree with the
prohibition. In fact, according to the
National Survey of Family growth,
75% of Catholics of childbearing age
who are sexually active use
contraception.

The growing assault on
contraception by the anti-choice
movement offers opportunities for
discussion and finding common
ground with people in the mainstream.

Unintended pregnancy rate is
growing among poor  women
According to a June report by the
Guttmacher Institute, the rate of
unintended pregnancy among low-
income women has risen 30% while
at the same time the rate has
decreased among teens, college
graduates and women in the middle
or upper class.

Analysts believe that a lack of
affordable contraception is one of
the main reasons for this disparity.
Also, more prevention and
education programs are needed for
women age 20 and older.

While everyone can celebrate
the declining rates among more
affluent groups, as people of faith we
must re-double our efforts to ensure
that poor women and their families
are not left behind.

Have you joined RCRC’ s “Call
to Justice?”
Join with thousands of other people
of faith across the nation in an
advocacy campaign for reproductive
rights and health. It’s easy— just go
to www.rcrc.org/calltojustice!

2007 Faith & Freedom Dinner set!
Do you have your 2007 calendar yet? If so, be sure and circle
Saturday, April 14, the date of the 2007 Faith & Freedom Dinner!

The event will be held in Lafayette at the Holiday Inn Select. A
pre-dinner forum will be held to give people an additional
opportunity to hear our exciting guest speaker.

We will tell you who the speaker is and more details about the
event in the next newsletter. In the meantime, be sure and mark
your calendar!

Upcoming Events— mark your calendar!

• Wed July 12, 7pm— Training for County Fair
Volunteers, UU Church, Lafayette

• Sun July 16—Presentation by IRCRC Pres. Kaye
McSpadden at the UU Church of Evansville

• Sat July 22-Fri July 28—Tippecanoe County Fair Booth
• Early fall, date TBA—IRCRC Membership callout and “What’s at

Stake” presentation
• Thurs Nov. 9—“Healthy Teens, Whole Lives” conference, Indianapolis
• Feb. 2007—IRCRC All Options Clergy Counseling (tentative, more

info later)
• Sat. April 14, 2007—2007 Faith & Freedom Dinner, Lafayette

Use the
enclosed
envelope
and send in your
membership contribution
today!

Will we be ready?

$$$

Callout for readers and reviewers:
If you read a book or article that you
think would be of interest to IRCRC
members, please send the
information and/or a review for the
next issue of the newsletter. We are
especially interested in finding
someone who would read and review
the upcoming Thy Kingdom Come:
How the Religious Right Distorts the
Faith and Threatens America by
Randall Balmer.
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Recommended reading, great resources

n
Available at online and retail bookstores.

“What happens when there is no Plan
B?”      A 42-year-old lawyer and writer, wife
and mother of two children, describes
how she was forced to have an abortion
when she was unable to obtain emergency
contraception. Washington Post, 6/4/2006

“The Day After Roe.” Jeffrey Rosen
describes what will probably happen if
and when the Supreme Court overturns
the Roe v Wade decision, a “tectonic shift
in the American political landscape not
seen since the civil rights movement, or
perhaps even the Civil War.” The Atlantic,
June 2006.

“The new lies about women’s health.”
A mainstream beauty magazine tells its
readers the truth about emergency
contraception, government
misinformation programs, and more.
Glamour, April 2006.

“Contra-Contraception.” Russell Shorto
shows how the anti-abortion movement
has become an anti-contraception
movement. New York Times Magazine,
May 7, 2006.

“Pro-Life Nation.” A shocking account of
the reality of life in El Salvador, where
abortion is now illegal and women and
doctors are routinely thrown in prison. By
Jack Hill. New York Times Magazine, April
9, 2006.

“RCRC responds to absurd
accusations by extremist ‘renewal’
groups.”  Did you know that RCRC has
recently been attacked at meetings and
conferences of Protestant denominations
that have historically been  RCRC
supporters?

At recent meetings of the Episcopal,
Presbyterian (USA), and United Methodist
Church groups, RCRC has increasingly
been criticzed in what RCRC President
Carlton W. Veazey calls “a coordinated
effort to undermine mainline
Protestantism by exploiting certain issues.”

The main source of the attacks is the
Institute on Religion & Democracy (IRD),
an ultra-conservative political lobby. Read
Rev. Veazey’s response to these attacks and
learn the truth.

Note: the following articles are available online. You will find links at www.ircrc.org.

You will find links to all these articles at
www.ircrc.org

How the Pro-Choice Movement
Saved America: Freedom, Polit ics
and the War on Sex by
Cristina Page (Basic Books,

2006) is a fascinating analysis
of how the “pro-life”
movement has become an
anti-contraception, anti-sex,
and anti-women’s equality movement.

Page’s title is based on the idea that
modern American society was made
possible by the major advances of birth
control during the past 50 years. We live in
a “pro-choice world” that values women
for their accomplishments and respects
their right to determine the kind of life they
want to live. This basic characteristic of
modern life is under assault by the “pro-
life” movement.

Page’s analysis is supported by
exhaustive research (42 pages of notes),
including close examination of webpages,
literature, statements and actions of anti-
choice groups and leaders. While Page’s
language is sometimes strong, her message
is important.

GREAT BOOK!


